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Those best informed believe that this is a ruse of
those who trade with these Tribes, and who are
striving to divert, through their agency, the Hurons
from their commerce with our French; which would
happen if our Montagnais made [107] war against
them; and then they [the traders] would attract them
to their Settlements, and there ‘would result a very
considerable injury to the Associated Gentlemen of
the Company of New France.

On the seventeenth of the same month of August,
Father de Quen  arrived at Kebec in a shallop which
Captain Bontemps sent to give the news of his ar-
rival at Tadoussac. Now as frightful icebergs have
been seen this year upon the sea,—among others,
one from thirty to forty, others say sixty leagues in
extent, so large that a Pilot has assured me that he
coasted along it for three days and three nights hav-
ing a fair wind astern, and that in some places it had
level plains, in others it rose into hills and high
mountains: and since some Turkish vessels had
been seen sailing out [108] of the English Channel,
and some damaged ships floating here and there
on the sea without masts and without sails,— which
are believed to have been captured by those infidels,
who often abandon ships which they plunder, after
having robbed them of all they contain:!® now as all
these reports were being circulated, we had all lost
hope of seeing Captain Bontemps, the season for
sailing to this country having passed. It was this
that made his unexpected arrival give us all the
more joy, for we would have been sorry if so brave
a Captain and so fine a crew had been lost. Father
de Quen related to us the cause of their delay, and
gave us reason to thank God, who drew them back



